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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


PARKS  AND  RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1963 


Boston,  December  31,  1963 

Hon.  John  F.  Collins, 
Mayor  of  Boston, 

Dear  Sir: 

In  accordance  with  section  15  of  chapter  185,  Acts  of 
1875,  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Commission  herewith 
submits  its  annual  report  for  the  year  1963. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Martin  F.  Walsh, 
Chairman,  Board  of  Parks 
and  Recreation  Commissioners. 
Harry  J.  Blake, 
Frederick  A.  Meagher, 
Daniel  G.  O'Connor, 
0.  Phillip  Snowden, 
Associate  Commissioners, 
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INTRODUCTION 

The  Department  of  Parks  and  Recreation  had  its 
beginning  with  the  appointment  of  the  first  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners  on  July  8,  1875,  under  the  title 
''Park  Department."  The  Board  consisted  of  three 
members  who  served  without  compensation.  As  thus 
constituted,  the  department  continued  up  to  1913,  when 
by  provision  of  Chapter  10,  Ordinances  of  1912,  it  was 
merged  with  the  PubUc  Grounds,  Bath  and  Music 
Departments,  under  the  name  of  Park  and  Recreation 
Department.  The  Commissioners  were  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  for  a  term  of  three  years,  one  term  expiring 
each  year.  The  Chairman  was  a  paid  city  official,  in 
charge  of  the  operation  of  the  department.  The  other 
two  members  served  without  compensation. 

In  1920  the  Cemetery  Department  was  merged  with 
the  Park  and  Recreation  Department,  and  the  title  was 
changed  to  Park  Department.  On  May  1,  1954,  the 
department  became  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  2,  Ordinances  of 
1954.  The  Board  of  Parks  and  Recreation  Commis- 
sioners was  increased  to  five  members. 

Under  the  latest  ordinance,  the  Commissioner  of 
Parks  and  Recreation  becomes  the  active  head  of  the 
department  with  power  of  authority  far  beyond  that 
which  existed  when  the  Board  consisted  of  three  mem- 
bers (Sections  36-42,  inclusive.  Chapter  2,  Ordinances 
of  1954).  The  Commissioners  meet  as  required  on  call 
from  the  Chairman. 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance 
and  improvement  of  approximately  2,702  acres  of  parks 
and  playgrounds.  Included  in  this  area  are  the  follow- 
ing facilities:  a  general  office  building;  122  playgrounds 
and  play  areas,  47  of  which  have  field  houses;  20  parks, 
large  and  small;  2  service  yards  containing  offices, 
mechanics'  shops,  storehouse  and  garage;  a  recreation 
office  building;  13  indoor  recreation  centers;  16  public 
bathhouses;  2  public  golf  courses  (18  holes)  both  with 
clubhouses;  3  public  bathing  beaches  with  bathhouses 
in  which  are  2  solaria;  4  swimming  pools  (2  indoor  and 
2  outdoor);  85  public  squares;  16  greenhouses;  19 
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cemeteries  (3  active,  16  inactive  or  historic);  108  miles 
of  parkways,  driveways,  walks,  and  paths;  131  acres 
of  ponds  and  rivers;  and  the  care  and  maintenance  of 
all  trees  on  city  streets,  parks,  and  playgrounds. 

The  department  organizes,  promotes,  and  conducts  a 
city-wide  recreation  program  for  all  age  groups  with 
special  emphasis  on  youth  programs. 

This  report  summarizes  briefly  the  efforts  of  the 
Parks  and  Recreation  Commission  and  the  staff  of  the 
department  to  maintain  a  high  standard  in  essential 
services  and  to  expand  the  facilities  of  our  park  system 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  department  within  our  appro- 
priation allowances. 

In  this  report  there  is  no  particular  attention  given 
to  the  extensive  maintenance  responsibilities  of  the 
Parks  and  Recreation  Department.  Reference  to  the 
introductory  section  of  this  report  will  indicate  the  large 
number  of  areas,  buildings,  etc.,  that  require  most  of 
the  time  of  our  staff.  It  should  be  apparent  that  much 
of  our  appropriation  is  expended  for  the  maintenance 
and  improvement  of  parks,  gardens,  park  and  recrea- 
tion buildings,  mechanics'  shops,  golf  courses,  ceme- 
teries, etc.  Proper  maintenance  is  the  key  to  efficient 
service.  We  are  confining  this  report  to  major  work 
accomplished  in  1963,  all  of  which  is  substantially  out- 
side the  area  of  general  maintenance. 

MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHAIENTS  IN  1963  OF 
PARKS  AXD  RECREATION  DEPARTMENT 

Parks  and  Playground  Improvements 

Reconstruction  of  Tennis  Courts:  During  1963,  be- 
cause of  a  new  interest  in  the  playing  of  tennis,  a  definite 
start  was  made  toward  the  reconstruction  of  tennis 
courts  on  the  following  locations  within  the  Parks  and 
Recreation  system:  William  E.  Carter  Playground,  Rox- 
bury,  (4)  courts;  Savin  Hill  Park,  Dorchester,  (2) 
courts;  Franklin  Field,  Dorchester,  (2)  courts;  Billings 
Field,  West  Roxbury,  (1)  court;  and  a  new  practice 
court  on  the  William  E.  Carter  Playground,  Roxbury. 
This  work  was  done  at  a  cost  of  $30,413.66. 
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Joseph  D.  McLaughlin  Playground,  Roxbury:  The 
work  done  at  this  location  consisted  of  developing  a  new- 
Little  League  Field  at  the  easterly  playing  field  area. 
This  included  the  excavation,  loaming,  seeding,  laying- 
out  of  field,  construction  of  backstop.  Little  League 
outfield  fence,  benches  and  other  equipment  required  for 
first  class  Little  League  play.  The  entire  area  was  en- 
closed with  a  new  chain  link  fence.  The  work  was  done 
under  contract  at  a  cost  of  $30,709.56. 

Play  Area  Improvements:  During  1963,  one  of  the 
major  improvements  inaugurated  by  Mayor  John  F. 
Collins,  was  for  the  construction  on  twelve  separate 
playgrounds  covering  all  areas  of  the  city  of  tot-lot  and 
small  children's  play  areas.  New  play  apparatus  was 
installed,  the  surface  covered  with  asphalt  and  high  chain 
link  fences  were  erected  enclosing  the  areas,  seating  ar- 
rangements for  mothers  and  small  children,  and  other 
incidental  work.  All  the  equipment  was  painted  in 
bright  colors  which  added  greatly  to  the  appearance  of 
the  facilities.   This  was  done  at  a  cost  of  $62,851.49. 

Replacement  of  Bleacher  Seating:  New  bleacher  seats 
for  the  spectators  were  placed  on  the  Gibson  and 
Roberts  Playgrounds,  Dorchester;  Healy  and  Fallon 
Fields,  Roslindale;  Lee  Playground,  South  Boston;  and 
Billings  Field,  West  Roxbury.  New  douglas  fir  seats 
were  placed  at  these  locations  at  a  cost  of  $15,211.56. 

Boston  Common:  A  contract  in  the  amount  of 
$13,444.80  was  awarded  for  the  construction  of  two  new 
planting  boxes  with  block  pavement  and  other  incidental 
work  at  La  Fayette  Mall,  Boston  Common.  These 
boxes  are  an  exact  duplicate  of  those  now  on  La  Fayette 
Mall  from  Park  Street  to  Boylston  Street  and  they  re- 
placed two  Metropolitan  Transit  Authority  subway 
kiosks  that  were  removed  —  one  opposite  R.  H.  Stearns 
Company  and  the  other  opposite  the  old  Herald- 
Traveler  Building. 

Buildings,  Etc. 

George  Wright  Golf  Course:  A  contract  was  awarded 
for  the  re-building  of  the  masonry  parapet  walls,  coping 
and  general  renewal  of  the  entire  roof  area.  The  cost  of 
this  work  was  $10,739.00. 
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Painting  Outdoor  Swimming  Pools:  This  work  con- 
sisted of  preparing  and  painting  the  concrete  pool 
known  as  the  'Frog  Pond'  on  Boston  Common  and  the 
three  concrete  pools  at  the  Ensign  John  J.  Doherty 
Playground,  Charlestown,  and  the  three  pools  in  North 
End  Park.  This  work  was  completed  at  a  cost  of 
14,047.00. 

Replacement  and  Conversion  of  Heating  Boilers:  In  line 
with  our  program  of  modern  thinking  for  converting 
boilers,  ten  playground  buildings  throughout  the  city 
were  converted  from  either  oil  or  coal  to  modern  gas 
equipment.  This  work  was  completed  at  a  cost  of 
$15,200.00.  The  Boston  Gas  Company  and  the  Wor- 
cester Gas  Light  Company,  at  no  expense  to  the  City, 
laid  the  necessary  gas  service  pipes  between  distribution 
mains  and  the  inside  face  of  field  house  and  locker 
building.  This  included  all  excavation,  restoration  of 
roadway  and  sidewalk  base,  and  lawn  areas  within  Park 
Department  property. 

Addition  to  Clubhouse,  Franklin  Park  Golf  Course j 
Dorchester:  A  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  addi- 
tion including  the  payment  to  the  architect  was  com- 
pleted at  a  cost  of  $65,308.50.  This  new  addition,  'L' 
shaped,  consists  of  2,000  square  feet  of  additional  floor 
space  and  a  covered  porch  500  square  feet  in  area.  This 
new  addition  contains  a  spacious  lounge  and  snack  room 
finished  in  knotty  pine  and  seats  sixty  people.  A  serving 
counter  for  ice  cream  and  light  snacks  has  been  pro- 
vided. Sanitary  facilities  for  men  and  women  and 
heating  and  air  conditioning  have  been  installed  to 
serve  the  entire  building.  The  exterior  architectural 
design  will  match  the  present  building. 

Major  Christopher  F,  Lee  Playground,  South  Boston: 
Alterations  to  Field  House.  Alterations,  construction 
work  and  improvements  were  made  at  the  Field  House 
at  this  location  at  a  cost  of  $28,292.00.  This  work  fol- 
lowed up  other  major  improvements  made  in  this  play- 
ground during  1962  and  1963.  The  other  improvements 
consisted  of  the  establishment  of  modern  play  facilities, 
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fencing,  landscaping  and  other  work  creating  the  play- 
ground into  a  modern  facility.  This  work  was  done 
under  special  contract  by  the  Gillette  Safety  Razor 
Company  of  South  Boston  at  an  approximate  cost  of 
$70,000.00.  The  expenditure  was  made  by  this  com- 
pany as  an  endorsement  of  the  work  being  done  under 
the  administration  of  Mayor  John  F.  Collins  in  his  plans 
for  a  new  outlook  for  the  City  of  Boston. 

Parkways,  Roadways,  and  Walks 

Jamaica  Pond:  One  of  the  best  and  most  rewarding 
from  a  public  citizen  viewpoint  is  the  roadwork  com- 
pleted in  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  in 
recent  years  which  included  the  asphalt  surfacing  of  all 
walks  at  Jamaica  Pond.  This  consisted  of  preparing 
and  surfacing  with  bituminous  pavement  the  existing 
gravel  walks,  replacement  of  defective  concrete  block 
pavement,  construction  of  new  concrete  block  pave- 
ment, reconstruction  of  slopes  and  lawn  areas  adjacent 
to  the  walks,  removal  of  defective  park  benches,  erection 
of  new  park  benches  and  other  incidental  work  at  a 
cost  of  $35,953.65. 

Greenhouses,  Franklin  Park 

Two  contracts,  one  in  the  amount  of  $33,885.29  for 
the  extension  of  the  greenhouses  and  the  other  in  the 
amount  of  $16,900.00  for  the  installation  of  new  heating 
boilers.  The  operation  of  the  greenhouses  is  one  of  the 
most  important  functions  of  this  department.  The 
work  planned  and  completed  in  these  greenhouses 
throughout  the  year  reflects  great  credit  on  the  Parks 
and  Recreation  Department.  Repairs  to  heating  system 
were  made  in  the  amount  of  $18,188.00.  The  results  are 
seen  in  our  parks  and  gardens  throughout  the  City. 

Recreation 

Our  recreation  program  and  what  this  department 
accomplished  for  all  groups,  from  the  youngest  to  the 
Golden  Age,  is  well  known  in  the  United  States.  As  in 
former  years  we  have  conducted  our  city-wide  basket- 
ball, baseball,  handball,  and  football  programs  in  all 
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sections  of  the  city.  Thousands  of  persons  competed 
in  all  these  sports,  which  are  set  up  in  junior  varsity 
and  senior  varsity  park  leagues. 

During  the  summer  season  we  staffed  playgrounds, 
play  areas,  and  schoolyards  with  young  men  and  women 
instructors  most  of  whom  were  college  graduates  or 
upper  classmen  in  college,  who  directed  workshop  pro- 
grams, sports,  games,  athletics,  handcrafts,  music,  etc. 

Under  the  supervision  of  skilled  instructors  we 
conducted  a  program  for  handicapped  and  retarded 
children,  at  South  Boston's  Castle  Island,  at  the  Tiles- 
ton  School,  Alattapan,  and  in  Brighton  at  Cassidy 
Playground  where  these  children  learned  to  run  and 
play  and  do  many  things  their  parents  believed  they 
could  not  do. 

Cummings  Estate,  Wohurn:  Far  removed  from  the 
crowded  tenement  districts,  children  from  the  most 
congested  sections  of  the  city  planted  and  raised  many 
vegetables  and  expertly  cultivated  the  plots  of  ground 
assigned  to  them.  This  project  is  a  joint  operation  of 
the  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  and  the  School 
Department. 

Cemeteries 

During  the  year  excavation  work  for  the  furnishing 
and  placing  of  concrete  liners  for  the  development  of 
burial  areas  in  our  three  active  cemeteries — Alt.  Hope, 
Evergreen  and  Fairview,  was  completed  at  a  cost  of 
$28,167.05.  This  included  the  installation  of  647  new 
liners.  Another  contract  was  completed  in  the  amount 
of  $10,641.11  for  reconstruction  and  new  roads  in 
Evergreen  and  Fairview  Cemeteries.  The  city  re-sells 
these  grave  liners  at  a  profit  when  grave  and  burial 
lots  are  being  sold.  All  the  monies  received  are  allocated 
either  to  the  General  Cemetery  Funds  or  Trust  Funds. 

Tree  Planting 

New  Trees:  Approximately  600  new  trees  were 
planted  on  streets  throughout  the  city.  Maples,  oaks 
and  lindens  were  the  major  trees  planted.  Some  were 
to  replace  trees  destroyed  by  storms  or  removed  because 
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of  diseased  conditions;  others  were  planted  on  new 

city  streets  recently  constructed.  The  work  was 
completed  under  contract  at  a  cost  of  $30,001.00. 

Expenditures  for  Maintenance,  January  1  to 
December  31,  1963 

Parks,  Gardens,  Squares 

Arlington  Street   $478  30 

Arnold  Arboretum   27,566  30 

Back  Bay  District   70,561  73 

Back  Bay  Yard   40,093  67 

Blackstone  Square   8,701  50 

Boston  Common  Bandstand   1,303  32 

Boston  Common  Convenience  Stations       .      .  7,721  61 

Boston  Common,  Deer  Park,  Tool  House    .      .  1,133  88 

Boston  Common  Frog  Pond   1,194  67 

Boston  Common  Grounds   123,756  89 

Boston  Common,  La  Fayette  Mall       .      .      .  1,080  00 

Boston  Common  Playground   103  00 

Boylston  Street  Subway,  Telephone  Booth  .      .  288  26 

Brighton  District   16,825  86 

Castle  Island   139  82 

Central  Square   91  50 

Chariest  own  District   35,831  59 

Christmas  Festival   937  13 

City  Square   203  00 

Columbus  Park   35,885  74 

Columbus  Park  Locker  Building    ....  4,185  67 

Columbus  Park  Stadium   10,963  27 

Commonwealth  Avenue   11,558  91 

Commonwealth  Avenue  Underpass      .      .      .  296  69 

Concord  Square   1,020  45 

Dorchester  Heights   1,650  06 

East  Boston  District   10,801  77 

East  Boston  Stadium   40,438  97 

Emerson  Park   39  53 

Evergreen  Cemetery   488  00 

Fens  Rose  Garden   32,788  79 

Fens  Stadium   21,131  08 

Franklin  Park  Administration  Buildings,  Shops, 

Yards,  etc   96,248  39 

FrankUn  Park  Blacksmith  Shop    ....  12  00 

Franklin  Park  Boat  Locker  and  Boating  Program  2,304  17 

Franklin  Park  Carpenter  Shop      ....  13,711  99 
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Pranklin  Park  Garage   $105,820  70 

Franklin  Park  Golf  Course   102,404  16 

Pranklin  Park  Greenhouse   126,417  05 

Franklin  Park  Grounds   42,422  64 

Franklin  Park  Harness  Shop   760  31 

Franklin  Park  Lawn  Mower  Shop  .      .      .      .  41,01135 

Franklin  Park  Paint  Shop   33,157  37 

Franklin  Park  Plumber  Shop   21,922  34 

Franklin  Park  Refectory  Building        .      .      .  4,128  35 

Franklin  Park  Repair  Shops   114,956  79 

Franklin  Park  Storehouse   37,361  45 

Franklin  Square   4,479  00 

George  Wright  Golf  Course   107,126  95 

Independence  Square   127  50 

Jamaica  Pond   39,389  49 

John  F.  Donovan  Park   174  50 

Madison  Park   4,479  00 

Mary  P.  C.  Cummings  Estate       ....  76  60 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery   3,321  50 

North  End  District   8,200  38 

North  End  Prado   16,476  41 

Parks  and  Roadw^ays   17,136  12 

Parks  and  Squares,  General   15,268  30 

Portsmouth  Street   949  62 

Preble  Street  Traffic  Circle   1,143  05 

Prescott  Square   4,227  95 

PuWic  Garden   45,901  92 

Public  Garden  Convenience  Stations    .      .      .  409  80 

Roslindale  Square   4,694  58 

Rutland  Square   274  70 

Small  Parks  and  Squares   8,080  80 

South  Boston-Dorchester  District        .      .      .  8,355  00 

Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Parkway      .      .      .  856  77 

Washington  Park   1,476  65 

Webster  Square    284  46 


Total  $1,544,811  07 


Playgrounds 

Alfort  Street  Playground   $56  10 

Almont  Street  Playground   7,284  36 

American  Legion  Playground        ....  6,374  39 

Arthur  F.  McLean  Playground      ....  4,133  50 

Billings  Field  Playground   11,789  35 

Brookside  Avenue  Playground      ....  682  58 

Byrne  Playground   110  00 

Ceylon  Street  Playground   6,333  62 

Charlestown  Training  Field   2,168  88 

Christopher  Gibson  Playground     ....  14,097  63 


10 


City  Document  No.  16 


Christopher  J.  Lee  Playground      .      .      .      .  $8,176  22 

Cook  Street  Play  Area   61  99 

Dorchester  Park   7,687  06 

Fallon  Field  Playground   15,652  06 

Francis  Parkman  Playground        ....  8,724  12 

Frankhn  Field  Plaj-ground   35,002  85 

George  H.  Walker  Playground      ....  8,133  34 

Gertrude  Howes  Playground   900  87 

Hansen  Street  Play  Area   496  70 

Hynes  Playground   3,186  79 

James  L.  Cronin  Playground   2,958  99 

James  F.  Healy  Playground   10,441  69 

Jefferson  Playground   6,341  45 

John  J.  Connolly  Playground        ....  2,463  92 

John  A.  Doherty  Pla3^ground        ....  4,298  54 

John  J.  Dohertv,  Jr.  Playground   ....  3,451  41 

John  W.  IMurphy  Playground       ....  7,326  73 

John  H.  L.  Xoyes  Playground       ....  5,141  66 

John  J.  Ryan  Playground   17,265  92 

John  Winthrop  Plaj^ground   3,058  97 

Joseph  Lee  Playground   1,570  19 

Joseph  A.  ]\IcLaughlin  Playground      .      .      .  31,888  46 

Lester  J.  Rotch  Playground   8,568  69 

Mary  Draper  Playground   8,457  89 

Mary  Hannon  Playground   1,559  44 

Mary  E.  Hemenway  Plaj^ground  ....  11,985  60 

McConnell  Park  Playground   10,252  83 

McKinney  Playground   3,361  31 

Mission  Hill  Playground   9,875  31 

Murray  Playground   10,624  50 

O'Day  Play  Area   820  64 

Paris  Street  Playground   4,200  75 

Parker  Hill  PlajVound   4,134  76 

Phillips  Street  Play  Area   369  61 

Pla^^grounds,  General   138,372  78 

Prince  Street  Playground   4,259  89 

Readyille  Playground   29  24 

Reyerend  Buckley  Playground      ....  38  65 

Ripley  Playground   300  51 

Rogers  Park  Playground   8,981  24 

Ronan  Park  Playground   11,832  12 

Smith's  Pond  Playground   8,396  83 

Stanley  A.  Ringer  Playground       ....  5,077  12 

Thomas  J.  Roberts  Playground     ....  12,562  58 

Walter  A.  Cassidy  Playground      ....  12,342  36 

Wesley  G.  Ross  Playground   12,589  26 

West  Ne\yton  Street  Play  Area     ....  108  91 

William  J.  Barry  Playground   9,020  13 

William  E.  Carter  Playground       ....  8,575  98 

Wilham  Eustis  Playground   9,628  64 
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William  E.  Garvey  Playground  ....  $6,108  02 
William  F.  Smith  Playground  ....  11,750  71 
William  Gary  Walsh  Playground  ....        6,772  04 


Total  $578,218  68 


Recreation  Division  —  Administration  .      .   $566,393  95 


Baths,  Beaches,  Pools,  Recreation  Centers 

Broadway  Municipal  Building,  Bath,  Center      .  $44,586  27 

Cabot  Street,  Bath,  Pool,  Center  ....  71,223  41 

Charlestown  Bath,  Center   12,871  31 

Charlesto^Ti  Pool  (Outdoor)   61,433  84 

Columbia  Road,  Bath,  Center       ....  17,049  10 

Curtis  HaU,  Bath,  Pool,  Center     .      .      .      .  33,313  55 

Dover  Street,  Bathhouse  and  Laundry        .      .  1,089  69 

Hyde  Park,  Bath,  Center   14,305  85 

John  J.  Williams,  Bath,  Center     ....  37,772  25 

L  Street,  Bathhouse  and  Beach     ....  213,203  69 

Maurice  J.  Tobin  Memorial  Building,  Bath,  Center  30,057  09 

North  Bennet  Street,  Bath,  Center      .      .      .  57,680  49 

North  End  Park  Beach,  Bath  and  Pool  (Outdoor)  75,157  59 

Orchard  Park  Pool   262  70 

Paris  Street,  Bath,  Center   58,681  71 

Plympton  Street  Pool   9  00 

Roslindale,  Bath,  Center   11,987  25 

Tyler  Street,  Bath,  Center   15,867  50 

Vine  Street,  Bath,  Center   37,329  45 

Baths,  General   52,455  83 


Total   $846,337  57 

General  Expenses 

Central  Office  —  Administration    ....  $188,810  41 

Street  Trees   179,172  31 

Automobiles,  Tractors,  Wagons,  Etc.    .      .      .  155,335  80 


Total  $523,318  52 


Recapitulation 

Parks,  Gardens,  Squares  $1,359,074  27 

Playgrounds   443,977  27 

Baths,  Beaches,  Pools,  Recreation  Centers  .      .  844,369  57 

Recreation  Division  —  Administration        .      .  565,906  95 

General  Expenses   493,317  52 

Repairs  to  Buildings  and  Structures     .      .      .  41,794  77 

Park  and  Playground  Improvements,  Etc.  .      .  280,638  44 

Planting  and  Replacement  of  Trees      .      .      .  30,001  00 


Total  $4,059,079  79 
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Expenditures  of  Revenue  and  Non-Revenue,  Special  Appropriation 
and  Trust  Funds,  January  1,  1963  to  December  31,  1963 

George  F.  Parkman  Trust  Fund,  income        ....  $30,149  13 

Improvement  of  Boston  Common   37,291  08 

Franklin  Park  Improvements   66,230  04 

Mary  P.  C.  Cummings  Trust  Fund,  income   ....  4,194  17 

Randidge  Trust  Fund,  income   1,445  50 


Total  S139,309  92 


CASH  RECEIPTS 

For  Twelve  Months  Ending  December  31,  1963 

Park  Division 

Franklin  Park  Golf  Course       ....  $36,690  50 

George  Wright  Golf  Course       ....  51,200  50 

Permits  for  signs,  openings,  etc.       .      .      .  41  00 

Fees  for  services   590  00 

Commissions  on  public  telephones  in  Park 

Department  Buildings   4,241  42 

Settlement  of  claims  for  damages     .      .      .  1,021  00 

Miscellaneous   104  16 

Towel  income   from   George   Wright  Golf 

Clubhouse   313  25 

Rentals  from  property  and  concessions    .      .  7,842  00 

Boston  Common  Tree  Fund,  income       .      .  200  36 

Randidge  Trust  Fund,  income   ....  2,338  19 

Babcock  Music  Fund,  income    ....  130  22 

Foss  Flag  Fund,  income   77  92 

Foss  17th  of  June  Fund,  income       ...  77  92 

Mary  P.  C.  Cunmiings  Trust  Fund,  income   .  7,217  87 

  $112,086  31 

Bath  Division 

Income    from    Solarium,    Pools,    etc.,  in 

Bathhouses   $3,468  15 

  3,468  15 


$115,554  46 

Above  receipts  were  credited  as  follows: 

General  Revenue  $105,51198 

Trust  Funds,  income   10,042  48 

  $115,554  46 

Franklin  Park  Golf  Course 
196S 

Opening  Date,  April  6.    Closing  Date,  December  3. 
Attendance,  43,086 

Annual  Permits,  438  at  $35  $15,330  00 

Annual  Permits,  1  at  $75    75  00 


Parks  and  Recreation  Department  13 


Weekday-Holiday  Permits,  154  at  S3    .      .      .  $462  00 

Weekday-Holiday  Permits,  4,951  at  $2       .      .  9,902  00 

IMonday  through  Friday  Permits,  293  at  S2       .  586  00 

Mondav  through  Friday  Permits,  5,781  at  SI. 50  8,671  50 

Twilight  Permits,  1,664  at  SI   1,664  00 


Total   S36,690  50 

George  Wright  Golf  Course 
1.963 

Opening  Date,  April  18.    Closing  Date,  December  3. 
Atttendance,  54,973 

Annual  Permits,  537  at  S50   $26,850  00 

Annual  Permits,  10  at  SlOO   1,000  00 

Weekend-Holiday  Permits,  15  at  S5     .      .      .  75  00 

Weekend-Holiday  Permits,  4,081  at  S2.50    .      .  10.202  50 

Monday  through  Friday  Permits,  96  at  S2.50     .  240  00 

]\Ionday  through  Friday  Permits,  5,349  at  $2.00  10,698  00 

Lockers,  427  at  S5.00    2,135  00 


Total   $51,200  50 

Attendance  Records  —  1963 
Playgrounds,  Shower  Baths,  Beaches  and  Swimming  Pools, 

Gymnasia 

Playgrounds,  Summer  Attendance        .      .      .  6,700,000 

Playgrounds,  Winter  Attendance  (Skating)  .      .  3,400,000 

Shower  Baths   405,000 

Beaches  and  Swimming  Pools        ....  750,000 

Gymnasia  Class  and  Individual  Attendance       .  176,000 


Total   11,431,000 
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PARKS  AND   RECREATION  DEPARTMENT  — 
CEMETERY  DIVISION 

The  following  annual  report  is  presented  for  the 
Cemetery  Division  from  January  1,  1963,  to  December 
31,  1963. 

Department  Cemeteries 

The  burying  grounds,  cemeteries,  and  tombs  which 
are  owned  by  and  in  charge  of  the  City  of  Boston  are  as 
follows,  with  a  total  area  of  about  7,040,708  square  feet: 

Square  Estab- 


Feet  lished 

Bennington  Street,  East  Boston    ....  157,500  1838 

Blinker  Hill,  Charlestown   48,202  1807 

PhivV8  Street,  Charlestown   76,740  1630 

Cow' 8  Hill,  HuU  street,  City       ....   89,015  1659 

King's  Chapel,  Tremont  street,  City    .      .      .    19,344  1630 

Granary,  Tremont  street,  City     ....   82,063  1660 

Central,  Common,  City   60,693  1756 

South  End  South,  Washington  Street,  City       .   64,670  1810 

/faii;es,  Emerson  street,  South  Boston       .      .    11,232  1816 

Union,  East  Fifth  street.  South  Boston     .      .     5,470  1841 

North,  Uphams  Corner,  Dorchester     .      .      .  142,587  1633 

Eliot,  Eustis  street,  Roxbury       ....   34,830  1630 

South,  Dorchester  avenue,  Dorchester       .      .   95,462  1814 

Westerly,  Centre  street.  West  Roxbury      .      .   39,450  1683 

Fa7^er  AS^ree^,  West  Roxbury        ....   35,100  1711 

Evergreen,  Commonwealth  avenue,  Brighton     .  604,520  1848 

Market  Street,  Brighton   18,072  1764 

Mount  Hope,  Walk  HiU  street,  125  acres  and 

14,330  square  feet   1851 

Fairview,  Fair\iew  avenue,  Hyde  Park,  about 

50  acres   1892 


City  Tombs 

Twenty-five  in  the  South  Ground;  six  in  Phipps  Street 
Ground,  Charlestown;  one  tomb  for  infants  in  South  Ground; 
one  tomb  for  infants  and  one  for  adults  in  Copp's  HiU  Ground; 
one  for  adults  and  one  for  infants  in  the  Granary  Ground; 
one  for  infants  in  King's  Chapel  Ground;  one  for  infants  in  the 
Central  Ground;  two  receiving  tombs  in  East  Boston;  one 
receiving  tomb  in  Dorchester  North;  one  receiving  tomb  in 
Dorchester  South;  one  receiving  tomb  in  Evergreen  Cemetery, 
Brighton;  one  receiving  tomb  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery;  and 
one  receiving  tomb  in  Fairview  Cemetery,  Hyde  Park. 
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Cemetery  Division  Receipts,  January  1  to  December  31,  1963 


CEMFTERIEa 

General 
Receipts 

Perpetual 

Care 
Receipts 

Interest  on 
Perpetual 
Care 

Mount  Hope  

§148,767  50 
43,037  50 
25,810  00 
205  00 
195  00 
55  00 

S18,885  00 
9,885  00 
11,445  00 

$30,644  40 
9,762  42 
12,966  0  7 
462  6  0 
149  56 
98  04 
98  03 
193  83 
98  04 
10  32 
1  65 
98  03 

20  00 

Bunker  Hill  

$218,090  00 

840,215  00 

$54,582  99 

Total,  Book  Value  of  General  Fund,  December  31,  1962  .    $5,854,886  17 


Interest,  General  Fund,  1963 
Revenue  (General  Receipts),  1963 
Appreciation  of  Investments 


Pajmfients  from  Fund  During  1963: 

Accrued  Interest  on  Securities  Purchased    .  $1,052  55 

Refunds   — 

Transfer  to  Appropriation      ....  498,158  05 


Total,  Book  Value  of  General  Fund,  December  31,  1963  . 
Total,  Perpetual  Care  Fund,  December  31,  1963 


198,172  38 
275,784  00 
762  89 

$6,329,605  44 


499,210  60 

$5,830,394  84 
1,483,652  78 


Total  Cemetery  Funds  $7,314,047  62 
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Summary  Statement  of  Cemetery  Activities 
January  I  to  December  31,  1963 


Cemeteries 

Interments 

Lots  Sold 

Graves  Sold 

Lots  in 

Perpetual  Care 

Graves  in 

Perpetual  Care 

Lots  in  Annual 
Care 

Graves  iu 
Annual  Care 

Foundations 
Built 

Preparing 
and  Planting 

Various 
Orders 

1,366 
605 
206 
3 
3 
1 

127 
15 
16 

319 
272 
56 

10,029 
1,209 
1,238 
2 

2,116 
1,595 
3,266 

210 
121 
95 

12 

1 

1 

Dorchester  North .... 
Dorchester  South .... 
Copp's  HiU  

1 
1 
1 

1 

Bunker  Hill  

Totals  

2,184 

157 

647 

12,481 

6,977 

1 

427 
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Cemetery  Division  Expenditures  for  Maintenance, 
Year  Ending  December  31,  1963 


Office  . 
Mount  Hope 
Fairview 
Evergreen  . 
Dorchester  North 
Dorchester  South 
Central 

King's  Chapel  . 
Granary 
Copp's  Hill 
Bennington  Street 
Bunker  HiU 
Phipps  Street 
South  End  South 
Eliot  Street 
Westerly 

Hawes  and  Emerson 
Market  Street  . 
Parks  &  Recreation 


$16,573  73 
227,523  05 
76,244 
54,286 
6,156 
5,490 
2.707 
2,707 
5,596 
5,634 
5,166 
2,530 
2,530 
2,384 
2,384 
136 
43 
70 
8,240 


76 
15 
86 
71 
83 
84 
19 
91 
26 
90 
88 
71 
70 
80 
20 
72 
75 


$426,410  9a 
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